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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This office action is in response to the amendment filed on 16 May 2005. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicants arguments, see amendment, filed 16 May 2005, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1, 7, 13, 19, 20, 24, 28, and 32 under Stewart et al. (US 
6,714,964) have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has 
been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is 
made in view of Sasaki et al. (US 6,633,400). 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 1 5 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 1 5 is 
dependent on Claim 14, which has been cancelled. It appears to the examiner that the 
claim should be dependent on claim 1 3. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1, 3, 4, 7, 9, 10, 13, 15, 16, 19, and 20 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Sasaki et al. (US 6,633,400). 
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6. Regarding Claim 1 , Sasaki et al disclose a print order requesting method of 
communication with a print management apparatus (printer server apparatus 210) via a 
network, comprising: a receiving step of receiving a printer information desaiption file 
corresponding to a plurality of printers (if plurality of printer apparatuses 250 are 
connected to the printer server apparatus 210, names of the apparatuses 250 are listed 
in the printer description file) (col. 12, lines 56-65), from said print management 
apparatus (print description file is transmitted form the printer server apparatus to the 
client PC 30 through the communication network 40) (col. 14, lines 19-23); a print data 
forming step of forming print data by using a printer driver which can set print set 
information on the basis of a printer information description file (memory portion 34 
stores a printer driver and further stores a printer description file) (col. 13, lines 30-40); a 
print order forming step of forming the print order on the basis of the formed print data 
(pint data is generated by the client PC 30); and a transmitting step of sending the 
formed print order to said print management apparatus (output as a print file to the 
printer sever apparatus 210) (col. 13, lines 45-54). 

7. Regarding Claim 3, Sasaki et al disclose a method, further comprising a shop 
information obtaining step of obtaining a shop information file describing attributes of a 
shop and printers established in said shop, and wherein in said print order forming step, 
the print order is formed in considerafion of the obtained shop information file is formed 
printer description file lists designation information for designating the respective color 
profiles and font files stored in the property file directory 22 in the printer server 
apparatus (col. 2, lines 66-67, col., 13, lines 1-6). 



Application/Control Number: 10/045,156 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2626 

8. Regarding Claim 4, Sasaki et al disclose a method, wherein said transmitting 
step includes an uploading step of, when an uploading instruction is inputted, uploading 
said print order to said print management apparatus (print file fetched by the client PC 
30 through a disk drive or the like provided in the client PC 30 and output to the printer 
server apparatus from the client PC through the communication network 40) (col. 13, 
lines 45-54). 

9. Claims 7, 1 3, and 1 9 are rejected for the same reason as claim 1 . 

10. Claims 9, and 15 are rejected for the same reason as claim 3. 

1 1 . Claims 1 0, and 1 6 are rejected for the same reason as claim 4. 

12. Regarding Claim 20, Sasaki et al disclose a print order reception method of 
communicating with a client via a network, comprising: a printer information description 
file transmitting step of transmitting a printer information description file describing 
information corresponding to a plurality of types of printers (if plurality of printer 
apparatuses 250 are connected to the printer server apparatus 210, names of the 
apparatuses 250 are listed in the printer description file) (col. 12, lines 56-65) to said 
client(print description file is transmitted form the printer server apparatus to the client 
PC 30 through the communication network 40) (col, 14, lines 19-23); a receiving step of 
receiving a print order from said client (print file output from the client PC 30 is received 
by the printer server apparatus 210 through the communication network 40) (col. 14, 
lines 25-27), wherein the print order is formed by said client on the basis of print data 
which is formed by the client on the basis of print set information in accordance with the 
printer information description file (printer description file is used by the client PC 30) 
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(col. 1 3, lines 59-60); a data converting step of data-converting print data described by a 
page description language included in. the received print order into a printer description 
language file as a format in common with the plurality of types of printers (function file, 
conversion of page description language) (col. 13, lines 15-18) (print property is set 
according to the property data desaibed in the function file) (col. 14, lines 24-45); and a 
print order transmitting step of transmitting the data-converted print data in accordance 
with the print order (printer server apparatus 210 converts the print data into bit-map 
data in accordance with the set print property) (co 14, lines 24-45). 

1 3. Claims 24, 28, and 32 are rejected for the same reason as claim 20. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

14. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

15. Claims 5, 6, 1 1, 12, 17, 18, 21-23, 25-27, and 29-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Sasaki et al. in view of Stewart et al. (US 6,714,964). 

16. Regarding Claim 5, Sasaki et al fail to teach a method, further comprising a 
second transmitting step of transmitting a print ordering request for one or more print 
orders which are designated by a user and should be print-ordered among the print 
orders uploaded to said print management apparatus. 

Stewart et al teach a method, further comprising a second transmitting step of 
transmitting a print ordering request for one or more print orders which are designated 
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by a user and should be print-ordered among the print orders uploaded to said print 
management apparatus (user is presented with an option of choosing an item to be 
purchased for printing) (col. 8, lines 12-25). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have combined the teachings of Sasaki with the teaching of Stewart 
to allow a user to add to an uploaded print order by submitting more than one print order 
at a time. 

17. Regarding Claim 6, Sasaki et al fail to teach a method, further comprising: a list 
obtaining step of accessing said print management apparatus and obtaining an order 
list of the print orders uploaded to said print management apparatus; and a preview 
requesting step of requesting a preview display of the print order instructed by the user 
from the obtained order list of the print orders. 

Stewart et al teach a method, further comprising: a list obtaining step of 
accessing said print management apparatus and obtaining an order list of the print 
orders uploaded to said print management apparatus; and a preview requesting step of 
requesting a preview display of the print order instructed by the user from the obtained 
order list of the print orders (user is presented with the option of viewing their shopping 
cart) (coL 8, lines 12-25). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have combined the teachings of Sasaki with the teaching of Stewart 
to allow a user to view a list of the print order to confirm the print order. 

18. Claims 1 1 and 17 are rejected for the same reason as claim 5. 
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19. Claims 12 and 18 are rejected for the same reason as claim 6. 

20. Regarding Claim 21 , Sasaki et al fail to teach a method, further comprising: a 
print order managing step of managing said print order in correspondence to user 
identification information of the client without performing a printing process; and a 
transmission control step of controlling so as to transmit the designated print order to a 
shop which should execute the printing process in accordance with a print ordering 
instruction from the client. 

Stewart et al teach a method, further comprising: a print order managing step of 
managing said print order in correspondence to user identification information of the 
client without performing a printing process (documents sent to UPJA 320 for later 
retrieval); and a transmission control step of controlling so as to transmit the designated 
print order to a shop which should execute the printing process in accordance with a 
print ordering instruction from the client (document sent to printer side 300c where it sis 
stored in a main storage unit, and printed according to the user defined specifications) 
(col. 1, lines 1-11). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have combined the teachings of Sasaki with the teaching of Stewart 
to allow a user to designate the specific printer to print the print data. 

21 . Regarding Claim 22, Sasaki et al fail to teach a method, further comphsing: a 
searching step of searching for a print order to be returned as an order list of print 
orders among the print orders managed in said print order managing step in accordance 
with a request from the client with reference to said user Identification Information of 
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said client; and an order list returning step of returning the order list including said 
searched print order to the client who requested the order list. 

Stewart et al teach a method, further comprising: a searching step of searching 
for a print order to be returned as an order list of print orders among the print orders 
managed in said print order managing step in accordance with a request from the client 
with reference to said user identification information of said client (viewing shopping 
cart); and an order list returning step of returning the order list including said searched 
print order to the client who requested the order list (choosing an item in shopping cart) 
(col. 8, lines 12-25). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have combined the teachings of Sasaki with the teaching of 
Stewart to allow a user to search their print orders by viewing the shopping cart. 
22. Regarding Claim 23, Sasaki et al fail to teach a method, further comprising: a 
preview image forming step of forming a preview image by data-converting an image of 
said data-converted printer description language file; and a returning step of returning 
the formed preview image to said client in accordance with a preview request flrom the 
client. 

Stewart et al teach a method, further comprising: a preview image forming step 
of forming a preview image by data-converting an image of said data-converted printer 
description language file; and a returning step of returning the formed preview image to 
said client in accordance with a preview request from the client (browser allows user to 
view, configure, format, print, etc. the uploaded document) (col. 10, lines 11-15). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary sl<ill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have combined the teachings of Sasal<i with the teaching of 
Stewart to allow a user to preview the bit-map data prior to printing out the data. 

23. Claims 25 and 29 are rejected for the same reason as claim 21 . 

24. Claims 26 and 30 are rejected for the same reason as claim 22. 

25. Claims 27 and 31 are rejected for the same reason as claim 23. 

Conclusion 

26. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Satwant K. Singh whose telephone number is (571) 
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272- 7468. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday Sam - 

4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A. Williams can be reached on (571 ) 272-7471 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. .Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




